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Meeting 48th Scientific Committee meeting 

Date 20–22.03.2018 

Venue EMCDDA (meeting room 107) 

Present See participants list (Annex 1) 

1. Adoption of the agenda 

The Chair, Anne Line Bretteville-Jensen welcomed the Scientific Committee members, particularly 
Fabrizio Faggiano, who was attending a Scientific Committee meeting for the first time. Henri Bergeron, 
Matthew Hickman, Dirk Korf and Letizia Paoli were excused. The agenda (Annex 2) (1) was unanimously 
adopted.  

2. Feedback from the Acting-Chair on MB and other m eetings 

The Chair provided feedback on the four meetings she attended as representative of the Scientific 
Committee since November 2017: 
 
1) The HDG Annual Dialogue on Research, where she presented the Scientific Committee’s contribution 

on research priorities and mechanisms for research coordination (Annex 3). The presentation was 
forwarded to all the members of the Scientific Committee after the meeting. 

 
2) The 56th Management Board meeting in December 2017, where she presented the Scientific 

Committee’s formal opinion on the EMCDDA programming document 2018-20. The Chair also 
highlighted the discussion on the upcoming external evaluation of the EMCDDA, led by DG HOME, 
which also includes an evaluation of the Reitox network. 

 
3) The meeting with the Chair of the Management Board, the Director of the EMCDDA and the Reitox 

Spokesperson, held on 13 December 2017 (Annex 4). The Chair highlighted the added value of this 
face-to-face meeting and of the discussions around the upcoming external evaluation of the 
EMCDDA. 

 
4) A meeting with the EMCDDA Scientific Director, Paul Griffiths, and the Head of the SAS unit (2), 

Roumen Sedefov, which also took place on 13 December 2017, to discuss the document Suggestions 
for change to the risk assessment procedures (Annex 12). 

                                                      
(1) All meeting documents and presentations referred to in these minutes are available on the Scientific Committee extranet. 

(2) Risks to public safety and security unit. 
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3. The EMCDDA single programming document 2019-21 ( for discussion) 

Paul Griffiths presented an overview of the main topics and issues concerning the draft EMCDDA 
programming document 2019-21 (Annex 5), the first programming document to be fully aligned with the 
EMCDDA’s 2025 Strategy (Annex 6). The presentation included the 2019 highlights and updates on 
upcoming outputs. Jane Mounteney (Annex 7) and Roumen Sedefov (Annex 8) then presented the more 
specific highlights for their respective areas of work and addressed specific questions and requests for 
feedback to the members of the Scientific Committee. 
 
A round-table and discussion ensued on the programming document, questions put forward by the 
EMCDDA (Annexes 7, 8 and 9) and topics to be highlighted for the committee’s formal opinion. The 
members of the Scientific Committee congratulated the EMCDDA on the quality of the document and the 
progress made in terms of aligning it with the EMCDDA Strategy 2025 and acknowledging external 
drivers and needs of stakeholders. They expressed concern over the workload and resources constraints 
and highlighted a few topics, not only in relation to this programming document but also to consider for 
future ones, such as: 
 
• Increase the visibility of some topics, such as prevention, prisons, migrants and unaccompanied 

minors, polydrug use, resources on hepatitis C and research priorities, in the document; 
• Make more use of data already available at the EMCDDA, explore synergies with researchers and 

further support practitioners; 
• Link more often to data already available in other sources and promote a multi-indicator approach, as 

well as a more focused and in-depth sample-based approach when information is not available in all 
Member States; 

• Challenges in supply related case definitions for indicators, such as for drug-related violence 
• The EMCDDA Futures exercise should include looking at early trends and potential policy scenarios 

(e.g. cannabis policy). It should also consider possible impacts for the work of the EMCDDA; 
• Work towards further increasing the visibility of the EMCDDA at Member State level and on how to 

influence the uptake of EMCDDA analysis by practitioners; 
• Challenges in the area of risk communication, especially on conceptualising how to communicate on 

uncertainty, be aware of different national/regional contexts that need to be take into account and 
develop a two-way communication flow with the general public; 

• Further look at unintended consequences of policy, not only from the supply but also from the 
demand side, including on families; 

• Activities/projects could be divided in different stages: pre-implementation, implementation, watching 
brief and rejected or closed, so that it is easier to understand the resources allocated to each 
activity/project. 

 
On the basis of the inputs provided by the Scientific Committee, a draft formal opinion on the EMCDDA 
programming document 2019-21 will be prepared and circulated for discussion and adoption.  

4. The external evaluation of the EMCDDA 

Paul Griffiths presented an overview of the upcoming EMCDDA external evaluation (Annex 10). The 
evaluation is commissioned by the European Commission (DG HOME) and it is expected that members 
of the Scientific Committee will be asked to provide their input to the external evaluators. Additional 
documents with relevant information for the Scientific Committee will be made available as they are 
finalised/received from the European Commission. 
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5. Scientific award: review of eligible papers (for  decision) 

A total of 38 eligible articles were nominated for the 2018 edition of the EMCDDA scientific award. Maria 
Moreira presented an overview of the distribution of nominations by category (Annex 11). The Scientific 
Committee reviewed the articles and established shortlists for each category (basic biological, 
neurobiological and behavioural research; population based and clinical epidemiology; markets and drug 
cultures; demand reduction interventions; drug policy and supply reduction interventions). The articles on 
the shortlist will then be rated by internal and external reviewers and the award ceremony will take place 
at the 2019 Lisbon Addictions conference (23-25 October 2019). 

6. Risk assessment procedure 

The Chair presented the document Suggestions for change to the risk assessment procedures (Annex 
12), which had already been discussed with the EMCDDA Scientific Director and the Head of the SAS 
unit, and Roumen Sedefov presented the memo Regulation (EU) 2017/2101: Strengthening the Risk 
Assessment of New Psychoactive Substances (Annexes 13 and 14). The members of the Scientific 
Committee acknowledged the progress made in streamlining and rendering the risk assessment 
procedures more efficient. They invited the EMCDDA to consider possible future improvements in the 
framework of the implementation of the new EU regulation 2017/2101. 

7. Research priorities (for discussion) 

The Horizontal Drugs Group (HDG) Annual Dialogue on Research 2018 will take place in the second 
semester under the Austrian presidency (date to be confirmed). Maria Moreira updated the Scientific 
Committee on the progress made by the EMCDDA and its Scientific Committee in the area of drug-related 
research and on current and recent EU-funded research projects (Annex 15). Contacts of Horizon 2020 
national contact points and of national representatives attending HGD meetings were circulated. 
The next steps for preparing an input to this year’s Annual Dialogue on Research (Annex 16) were 
discussed and agreed: the Scientific Committee members will send their contributions and input by the 
end of April. A draft contribution will be prepared and circulated before summer, followed by a written 
procedure in autumn and presented, by the Chair of the Scientific Committee, to the HDG at the Annual 
Dialogue on Research. 

8. Short follow-up points (for information) 

8.1. Calendar for 2020-22 programming document 
 
The EMCDDA will start working on its 2020-22 programming document in June. Scientific Committee 
members wanting to send early input should do so before mid-July (Annex 17).  
 

8.2. Update on recent publications and outputs 
 

Rosemary Martin de Sousa updated the Scientific Committee members on recent and upcoming 
EMCDDA publications and outputs (Annex 18). She also informed that the EMCDDA’s newsletter 
DrugNet Europe has now become an online product (after issue 100) and encouraged them to sign up 
in order to receive it (3). 

                                                      
(3) http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/news/subscribe_en 
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9. Feedback to the Director 

The EMCDDA Director, Alexis Goosdeel, joined the Scientific Committee in plenary to receive feedback 
and further update members on new developments at the EMCDDA. He briefed the Scientific 
Committee on the upcoming external evaluation of the EMCDDA and on challenges for the future, 
including around the preparation of the next EU multiannual financial framework. The Scientific 
Committee suggested that the EMCDDA could continue to explore how to raise the visibility of EMCDDA 
outputs for national audiences. 

10. Any other business (AOB) 

The Scientific Committee agreed on the following meeting dates for 2018 and 2019: 
• 2018: 13-15 November (if no risk assessment is required 13-14 November) 
• 2019: 9-11 April and 19-21 November. 
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